
KINDERGARTEN & GRADE ONE 

REGISTRATIONS 

for Fall 2012 

Registrations are now welcome for the following quality Early Years Programs. 

Please note that Kindergarten classes are held full days, every other day, during the school year. 

1.   Regular Kindergarten 

Kindergarten programs are available at all elementary schools in Lord 

Selkirk School Division.  Please contact your local school to register.     

(If you are unsure which is your community school, please contact our 

Board Office at 482-5942 or 1-866-433-5942). 

Our elementary schools are:  Centennial, Daerwood, Happy Thought 

(Regular), Mapleton, Robert Smith, Ruth Hooker, St. Andrews, Walter 

Whyte, William S. Patterson. 

2.   Ukrainian Bilingual Program - Kindergarten & Grade 1  

Happy Thought School in East Selkirk provides an English-Ukrainian Bilingual program for grades 

K-6. Please register at Happy Thought School (482-4521). 

3.   French Immersion Program - Kindergarten & Grade 1  

Ecole Bonaventure, located at 300 Sophia Street in Selkirk, provides a French Immersion program 

from Kindergarten to Grade 6. Please register at the school (785-8284).  

 

Children who are five (5) years of age by December 31, 2012 are eligible to enroll in Kindergarten          

programs.  A Birth Certificate is required to register your child.  Contact your local school or one of our    

special programs for registration forms.  

WHATõS HAPPENING IN LSSD 

I  L O V E  T O  R E A D  M O N T H 

Throughout the month of February, schools in Manitoba celebrate I Love to 

Read Month.  All schools will be planning activities around the theme of reading 

this month.  These activities may include family reading events, special guest 

readers in the classroom, writing activities, reading challenges, etc.   

Take time this month to spend extra time reading as a family, visiting the local 

library, sharing your favourite books, etc.  Discuss the many ways you read 

throughout the day - a newspaper, a book, a map, road signs, street signs, food 

labels, etc.   
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C O N T A C T           

I N F O R M A T I O N 

Arlene Kinden 

Early Childhood Development 

Lead Teacher 

Lord Selkirk School Division 

Ph: 482-4521 

Fax: 785-2872 

email: akinden@lssd.ca  



Communication is the ability to clearly communicate oneôs needs and to understand others (i.e. 
both talking and listening). General knowledge is an interest in the outside world. 
 
Children who can communicate well - as both listeners and talkers - and who are curious to learn 
about the world around them, are children who are prepared to succeed - at school and     
throughout life. 
 
Your child is constantly watching and learning from you. This makes you your childôs first and best 
teacher. But you donôt need to teach ña lessonò - just look for teachable moments. Start by    
watching your child. See what he or she is doing, then join in. Children learn by playing, so have 
fun and be confident that how you are being - attentive, curious, and a good listener - is what they 
are learning from you, day after day, and this is the best way to ensure your child enjoys school 
and is successful throughout life.  

Babies 

Read board books each day.  Use the characters voice when they are talking. 

When holding your baby, respond to what it does - if he giggles, you giggle; if he smiles, you smile, etc.  

Pitch your voice high and low as you make different facial expressions.   

Put a variety of safe and interesting things near your baby (e.g. touch-and-feel books, a childõs mirror,  

a colourful mobile). Describe to your baby what he is seeing and touching. 

 

 
Toddlers and Preschoolers  

 
Indoor Activities 

Watch your childôs favourite TV show togetherðtalk about the show and build your childôs      

communication skills.  

Look at family photo albums with your child and talk about the pictures (e.g. ñI wonder what Aunt 

Sue is drinking?ò, ñGrandpa has no shoes on.ò) 
 

Indoor and Outdoor Activities 
 

Explore different cultures that make up our province.  Throughout the year, you can find pow 

wows, museums, outdoor concerts, theatre, festivals, and more.  Check out Le Festival de 
Voyegeur this month in Winnipeg.   

Play ñWhatôs your Favourite...?ò - Take turns asking each other questions, such as ñWhatôs your 

favourite colour?ò, ñWhatôs your favourite animal?ò and so on. 

Find time every day to have a conversation with your child, where you give him your complete 

and undivided attention. 

Listen to what interests your child and follow his lead. If he likes animals, go to the library and   

get some books on animals. Then visit a pet store, the zoo or a farm.  Collect pine needles, 
leaves and so on. When you come home, place them all in a scrapbook and label the items you 
found together. Draw pictures and label the different animals.  

 
Note:  When talking to children, give them enough time to respond.  They need more time than  
adults before they respond to your question or comment. 
 
Use complete sentences when talking to children.  Ex. Instead of saying ñPick that up!ò  say ñWould 
you pick that up, please?ò 

C O M M U N I C A T I O N  A N D  G EN E R A L  K N O W L E D G E 

P R O M O T I N G  C O M M U N I C A TI O N  A N D  G E N E R A L   

K N O W L E D G E  I N  Y O U R  C H I L D R E N 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 

for books in the life of 

a childΦέ        

           Mary Ellen Chase  
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ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ 

readers on the laps 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ  

Emile Buchwald 
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A B O R I G I N A L  H E A D  S T A RT  P R O G R A M 

Selkirk Friendship Centre's Onashiwin Aboriginal Head Start Program is an Aboriginal based   
preschool program that will strengthen & prepare the Aboriginal child with a balance of cultural 
knowledge and academic skills needed to excel in school and life.  

The program takes a holistic approach to Aboriginal Early Childhood Education by trying to fill a 
child's spiritual, intellectual, emotional, and physical needs.  We will provide a supporting and  
nurturing environment that resects each person individually and builds both the children's and  
parents self-esteem, enabling them to realize individual potential.  We will strive to bring up our 
children with knowledge of the present but also a strong sense of roots and heritage. 

The Selkirk Friendship Centre Onashiwin Aboriginal Head Start Program is now accepting 
Registartions for our 3 & 4 year old programs. 

You can pick up registrations at the Selkirk Friendship Centre or The Onashiwin Aboriginal Head 
Start Program at 222 Manitoba Ave. 

For more information please contact Kathy or Lisa at 482-6419. 

F A M I L Y  L I T E R A C Y  F A C TS  

Family Literacy is many things  

Family Literacy refers to the many ways families develop and use literacy skills, from enjoying 

a storybook together at bedtime and during the day, to playing with word games, singing,   
writing to a relative or friend, sharing day-to-day tasks such as making a shopping list or using 
a recipe, and surfing the Internet for fun and interesting sites. (Family Literacy in Canada: Profiles 

of Effective Practices, Adele Thomas, Soleil Publishing Inc., 1998) 

The earlier the better  

Simple things like reading and telling stories to a child at 18 months are powerful stimuli for 

brain development in the early years. (Early Years Study Final Report: Reversing the Real Brain 

Drain, Government of Ontario, 1999) 

Reading to children more than once a day has a substantial positive impact on their future  

academic skills. In addition, research indicates children with early exposure to books and  
reading are better at performing mathematical tasks. (National Longitudinal Survey of Children and 

Youth, Statistics Canada, 1996-1997) 

Children aged 2 to 3 who are read to several times a day do substantially better in kindergarten at 

the age of 4 and 5 than youngsters who are read to only a few times a week or less. (National   

Longitudinal Survey of Children and Youth, Statistics Canada, 1996-1997) 

Reading to your child is good, but reading with your child is even better!  

It is helpful to childrenôs learning when adults take time to interact with them as they read         

storybooks together.  Shared reading can be a powerful way for adults to promote early literacy 

skills.  This can be done by: 

Supporting the childôs active role in telling the story, e.g. ñTell me what you think might        

happen next in this story.ò 

Asking questions about the story or the pictures in the book, e.g. ñWhy do you think the bear   

is so angry?ò 

Providing feedback in the form of repeating what the child has said and expanding on his or 

her language, e.g. ñYes, that is a beautiful picture and itôs called a sunset.ò 



Family Reading  

F A M I L Y  L I T E R A C Y 

Family Literacy refers to the many ways families develop and use literacy skills, from enjoying a storybook 

together at bedtime and during the day, to playing with word games, singing, writing to a relative or friend, 

sharing day-to-day tasks such as making a shopping list or using a recipe, and surfing the Internet for fun 

and interesting sites. (Family Literacy in Canada: Profiles of Effective Practices, Adele Thomas, Soleil   

Publishing Inc., 1998) 

Children aged 2 to 3 who are read to several times a day do substantially better in kindergarten at the age 

of 4 and 5 than youngsters who are read to only a few times a week or less. (National Longitudinal Survey 

of Children and Youth, Statistics Canada, 1996-1997) 

P A R E N T- C H I L D  B O ND  

The parent-child bond  

For a child, the more time spent with a parent reading aloud increases his or her level of attachment, enhances a sense of security, and 

imparts the knowledge that their parent feels they are worthwhile people with whom to spend time. (How to Raise a Reader, 1987) 

Having a parent or other caring person read aloud with their children helps children learn   

listening skills, vocabulary and language skills, as well as develop imagination and creativity. 

(Family Literacy Foundation; 2001) 

Some experts say that for 80 per cent of children, simple immersion in reading and books will 

lead to real, independent reading by school age. (How to Make Your Child a Reader for Life, Paul 

Kropp, Random House Canada, 2000) 

Eighty-eight per cent of children aged 4 to 9 have a positive attitude about learning and look 

forward to school. (The Progress of Canada's Children, Canadian Council on Social Development, 

1996) 

Parents should pay careful attention to three potential reading slump times that can hinder a child's reading development: when a child  

enters kindergarten; at grade 4; and when a child enters high school. (How to Make Your Child a Reader for Life, Paul Kropp, 2000) 

For more information on literacy issues, please visit www.abc-canada.org  

F E E D  M E  A  S T O R Y 

What difference can reading aloud to a child for 30 minutes per day make? 

If daily reading begins in infancy, by the time the child is five years old, he or she has been fed roughly 

900 hours of brain food!  Reduce that experience to just 30 minutes per week and the childõs hungry 

mind loses 770 hours of nursery rhymes, lullabies, fairy tales, and stories.   

A kindergarten student who has not been read to could enter school with less than 60 hours of literacy 

nutrition.  No teacher, no matter how talented, can make up for those lost hours of mental nourishment.  

Hours of reading books by age 5:   

 30 minutes daily = 900 hours 

 30 minutes weekly = 130 hours 

 Less than 30 minutes weekly = 60 hours 

Source: U.S. Department of Education, America Reads Challenge 

http://www.abc-canada.org/

